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Judo pair win
national prizes
S H I R L E Y: A pair of students
have bagged top prizes in a
national judo contest.

Mairead Jackson and Sophie
Roots, from Coloma Convent
G i rl s ’ School in Shirley, have also
been selected to join the England
Judo Team after their success in
the competition on Monday.

Year 8 pupil Sophie took the
gold in her weight category,
while Year 11 student Mairead
won the silver medal.

IN BRIEF

NATIONAL CHAMPS: Mairead Jackson
and Sophie Roots with their medals

A GANG of teenagers stole
iPhones and BlackBerry devices
from commuters in a six-week
theft spree, a court heard.

CCTV cameras caught the four
youths in the act and they were
sentenced at Croydon Crown
Court on Monday.

Jordan Rowe, 18, of Sylvan Hill,
Upper Norwood, Ramone Miller,
19, of Dartmouth Road, Lew-
isham, Jamal Hyman-Knight, 18,
of Denmead Road, Thornton
Heath, and a 17-year-old from

Thornton Heath, who cannot be
named because of his age, all ad-
mitted a charge of conspiracy to
steal.

Rowe was sent to youth custody
for 20 months, while Miller and
Hyman-Knight were given 18
m o n t h s.

The 17-year-old was given a
ye a r ’s rehabilitation order, which
includes a tagged curfew.

The curfew will see him have to
stay indoors from 7pm to 7am for
the next five months.

The court heard the thefts all
took place between February 19
and March 27 this year, with com-
muters targeted on trains in areas
including Thornton Heath, Nor-
bury, West Croydon and Sel-
hurst.

The four often chosen railway
stations which were quiet, with
few people around.

Sentencing the gang, judge
Ruth Downing said: “This was
obviously planned, with at least
two taking part each time.”

By Sian Hewitt
sian.hewitt@essnmedia.co.uk

A CANCER charity set up in hon-
our of one of Croydon’s most pop-
ular characters has been given a
boost after a two-year wait.

The Brenda Kirby Cancer Care
Centre has finally found a base in
New Addington where it can offer
much needed help and support for
those fighting the disease.

The charity was set up by pop-
ular former Croydon mayor and
Labour councillor for the area
Brenda Kirby, who was diagnosed
with incurable lung and brain
cancer in 2010.

Appreciative of the support she
received from the South East Can-
cer Help Centre in Purley, Mrs
Kirby wanted to see a charity set
up to provide similar facilities for
cancer sufferers in New Adding-
ton.

And now the dream is a step
closer after it was revealed this
week that the care centre will be
based at the baptist church in
Arnhem Drive.

Mrs Kirby said: “It is really
great news but we are taking
things one step at a time to make
sure it is the best it can be.

“New Addington needs this. We

have nothing like this here at the
moment and help and support
should be available locally for
those who want and need it.

“I know this firsthand, but
when you are poorly you don’t
want to have to travel.

“My husband would take me to
the centre in Purley which does
brilliant work, but when you are
not feeling well even travelling
takes it out of you.

“The centre will be there for
people to drop in and have a coffee
and a chat.”

Po s s i bl e
The centre will officially open

on November 29 and has been
made possible thanks to the hard
work of several people and busi-
nesses, including Rowland Broth-
ers Funeral Directors.

Brenda added: “I am lucky I
have such strong and passionate
friends who have helped me every
step of the way.

“The community have always
shown great support, I am very
g rateful.

“It will be a proud day for me
when it is opened.”

Ken Sherwood, district centre
manager in New Addington, wel-
comed the news.

He added: “We will be offering
counselling to those who want it
and we are even hoping to be
registered as an official charity at
some point this week.

“Things are slowly but surely
coming together.”

Mrs Kirby will also switch on
the New Addington Christmas
lights on November 19.

Gang sentenced for stealing phones

FIGHTER: Brenda Kirby, who was diagnosed with
incurable cancer last year, wants to help others fight the
disease
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cause finds
a new base
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care centre
Facility open by month end


